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The Developrment ~f Education in the School Year 1956/57
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Introduction — Budget — Nursery Schools — Primary Sohools
Secondary, General Education Schools — Vocational Schools —
Special Schools —~ Schools for Children of }Minority Groups -
Schools for Adults — School Organizations - Teacher Training -

Educaticonal Congress.

.Intrcduction

The year 1956/57 saw fundamental changes in the organi-—
zation of school administration. Nearly all vocational sochosls
were transferred to the Ministry of Education, except agricul-—
tural schoels, mining schools, art schools, and health service
schools,

In the ocurrent year some changes were made in the ourriocula
of certain subjects, These changes aim at a better adjustment
of the curricula {0 the needs of the school and the age and
abilities of pupils, as well as at the elimination of existing
blunders, bridging the gulfs and the like.

In the current school year special departments for curri-
cula and. textbooks were organized in the Ministry of Educa--
-tion t0 work out in the best poséible way the new curricula
and textbooks for the general education schools and vocatio-
nal schocls,

In the year 1956/57 there were animated discussions in
the rewspapers and at various conferences on the devel opment
of education and the reform of the system of education. The
results of the discussions held by teachers and pedagogical
workers as well as their proposals and motions were put for-
ward by the delegates from different voievodshirs and districts
at an all-Poland Educaticnel Congress convoked ir Warsaw from
2 ~ 5 May 1957 by the Headquarters of the Union of Polish

Teachers.

PSRN

Financial outlay for education inoreased by 19,1 per ocent
as compared with 1956.

In the year 1956 a rise was made in the salaries of all
catego.izs of teachers. tutors in children homes, educational
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establishments and specicl schools, as well as in the sa-

laries of nursery-mistresses.
This increase amounts to6 20-25 per cent.

Nursery Schools

Until recently the children in the towns were admitted
into the nursery scho.l at the age of three to four, and
they stayed at school for nine to ten hours a day.. At present
a trend arises to limit the number of the three-to-four year-
01d in the nursery schools, who need rather a family oare,
and te inorease the number 0f the five-to-six year—old for
whom the sohool will provide some preparation for the pri-
mary school.

The reduotion of the time during which the ohild stays
at the nursery school to 5 hours a day is also uncer rroject
at present, out of rezard for the child s nervous system,

Beginning with September 1957 the duration of studies
in the pedagogical lyceums. for the nursery school mistresses:
1s going to be increased b& 1 year to a total of 5 years, to
ensure an adequate and qualified teaching staff in the nurse-—
ry schonls, . S

There 1s a trend to place on an equal footing the status
of the nursery sohools mistresses with that of the primary
schods teaohers, in respect of the oonditions of service anc
raye.

Primary Schools

In the sohool year 1956/57 the number of primary schools
hes increased to the figure of 23.726, i.e. by 503 sohools
in oomparison with the schocl year 1955/56,

The number of puplls in these schools amounte¢ to
3.654,604 in 1956/57, that means that it had inoreased
approximately by 268,173 pupils /7,9 per ceant/ as oompared
with the prevlious yeaxr,

The number of seven—grade schools amounted to 15,498 in
1956/57 i.e. it had increased by 776 sohools as oompared
with the previous year, mainly because of the railsing of the
status ¢f rural primary sochools. The number of pupils in
seven—grade schools inoreased to 3,310,512, that 1s by

t
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267,350 /8,8 per cent/ pupils as cumpared with the, previous
year. The percentage of pupils attending the seven—grade
50h00ls in 1956/57 amounted to 90,5 per cent,

At present the revision of the network of primcry schools
is going on in particuler in the rural regions to ensure bet-
ter conditions of attendance and transportation faoilities
of the children, and to enable pupils to complete the seven—
grade school in due time. ' '

Only one teacher teaches at the schools in mountainous
areas,. farests creas and in the isolated areas in general,
the so0 called “l1slands', whore the number of pupils does not
exceed 40 chilcdren. Two teachers, as a rule, work in the
school with the number of children averaging from forty to
seventy, to guarantee, however, the sixth or the seventh
form in these schhols still one more teucher may be employed, -

The decree on the compulsory education of March 23, 1956,
extends the time of COmpuISOry eCucat¥on to nine years, up
to 16 years of agec for the children who ¢id not complete
a seven~year course 0f study in due time, Therefore, the bu~
pil after he is 14 years 0ld either completes his eduocation
in the day primary school, or in the school for adults, if
he 1s working in a work eétablishment where he is tought
a trede,. ,

In conneotion with the introduction of seoondary entrance
examinations to the eighth form of the general education
lyceum the primary leaving exams at the end of the VII grade
have been abolished, '

In the year under review new curricula have baen drawn up
for grades V-VII /in the previous year new curricula had been
drawn up for grades I-IV/, .

It is planned to create tie post of an assistant head—
master in schools counting more. than 300 pupils, in order to
facilitate the task of the head-master in the primary school
and to raise the level of his work,

eapndary, Ganeral Lducctlon Schools

i

Seventeen new lyceums giving genelai education were opened
in 1956/57y There is a total of 616 schools of this type in
Poland. The number of pupils in lyceums increased by 1.292 as
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compared with the previous yoar, to a total of 202,743 pupils.
The number 0f pupils admitted to grade VIII amounts to
25,2 per cent in relation to the number of grade VII graduates.

This percentage has increased by 3 per ceat as compared with
the previous year, ’

In the school year 1956,/57 there began the action of di-
viding up the eleven—year schoois, the s0 ocalled "gilants®

‘that number too many classes /frequently more than 20/ into
separate primary schools and lyceums,

The trend is in evidence at rresent to divide the all—
through, eleven-year schools where only the local conditions
allow, because the system of the all-through, cleven-yaar
schools emvracing primary school and lyceum has not proved
practicel /too big éisparity of age, educational difficulties,"
difficult work of the director of the son2ol
and the like/. » _

In the year 1956/57 a few changes were made affectiag the
system of admission of pupils to grade VIII of the general
education lyeeum an¢ the regulations concerning leaving exams On
completing the gzeneral education lyceums., Previously there were
not any entrance examinations before admission to the general
education lyceum, but now the pupils are admitted to the
VIIIth grade only after the entrance examinations in Polish
and mathematics. In the schools for the minority groups the
pupils sit also for the examination in their mother tongue,
The exams are both written and oral. ' |

To secure the best possible head-masters in schools the
vacancies to the directors posts are going to be filled by
way of competition. The cendidates for the post of the secon-
dary school director must be fully quadified to feach in
school or establishment of that type, they must possess a
oonsiderchble teaching experieﬁce and at least eight years
of precctice in the type of secondary school in which they
are to be appointed principals, They must also distinguish
themselves in their work.

As far as the appoint.ieat of principels in the nursexry
schools is concerned 3 years of practice are required. Five
years of practice and one year of additionsl pedagogical
studies are required to get the appointment of the head-master
in the primary school. '
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Voeational Sehools

Reorganization of vocational edusztion began in the year
1956/57. Research were pursued on the organization, pl.anning
and administration of vocationcl schools, with the object to
ensure better adaptation of vocational education to the tasks
and needs of our eeonomy ané, at the scme time, to the tasks
of training and educating the young professionals, To this
end 4.500 qygstionnaires were sent to the work establishments
in erder to examine the professionel efficieney of thée voca-~
tional sehools gracduates., The gqueStionnaires concerned the
graduates of the bYasie vogational schools and the technicums,
who had graduatec in the yeaxs 1953, 1954, 1955. The question-—
naires were worked out on the basis of the interviews with
~the gxaduates and their superiors in their work establishments.
llore than 200 professions were thus examined., These question-
naires showed the following:

a/ the duration of studiegyvooational schools is too short,

b/ the pupils in vo@ational schools are overworked /in parti-
cular with their home worlk/,

¢/ the eurricula contain a lot of wrong material and are
erammed 1in géneral,

@/ voeational schools have inadequate general education basis
./in partieular it concerns the Polish language, mathematics,
physies, chemistry/: it is necessary to introduce the se~
eond foreign, West-—European language,

e/ the nomenclature is unnecessarily subdivided to refer to
too many professions,

As a result of the quesQionncires the nomenclature was
revised and the list of professions tought in basic vocatio-—
nal schools and technicums was cut by half.

It was deeided to inerease the duration of studies in the
basic vocational schools from two years to three years, and
even in some cases to four years, and in the technicums of
all types to five ysars,

Voeational schools are residential to a great extend.

60 per cent of pupils board at schools, and in some schools,

for instcnce in mining, metallurgical, transportation and

agrieultural sohools 100 per cent pupils are boarders.
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The percentags 3f vocational scheols pupils.reoeiying
schalarshivs Is avout A0 per cent; and in some schoois it
reaches 100 per cent. ) ' A

At present new tyves of scho-ls are reing set up; conti-
nuaticn schools, 8CLOOLs for agricultural trainin - schools
in the work establishments and technicums with ihe duratlf
of studies from one to three years after graduatisn from
oleven~year schocls, '

62 schoonls for agricultural training have been set up oy
now in the rural districts and the Orering 2f 607 such &chools
in the ourrent sehool year for arproximately 100,000 rupils
1s planmed. These schonls aim at the extension of vonatinnal
eaucation t0o the young pecple whe graduated from seven-grade
Primary school, ‘

The duration of the>00urse O0f these 3chools is fixed for ,
2 0r 3 years from October to March, followed by practical work.
on the plots and or farms. The curriculum includes: plant
growing, snimal husbanary farming, economic gen" gravh)<
- Tolish language and mathemas ics. In the third year pupils
'speoialize in animal husoandry 6x gerdening and the like.
Courses are organized also with a view t2 acquaint pupils
with the construction and "peraticn of agricultural nmachines,
The sohools for agricultural training are set up by the pri-
mary Or wvoocatitnal schosls in rural districts. The basic _
agricultural schools in Prineiple teach pupils from Lk years-
up to 16 years of age, and sometimes cven up t¢ 18 years
of age. '

The difficdulties in vocational education system as well
-as in general education schocls are due mainly to the

shortage
0f schnnl pulidings. the still unsablea

tory su npj)Lng f

soho0ls with furniture and SCLQﬁulflC alasg machines, ard

adequate laboratory and WOorkshop equipment. Some workshop
faclilitles are obsolete. Fecause of that the rrorlem 0f schosl
rulidings . of scientific = and the adequate surplydng ~f
schnols with modern 1abfrat0ry and workshop faOlJi+JpS is the
obiect of rainstalving care.
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Speeial Sehools

The number of different types of special sehools increa—
sed by 3-5 per ceat in 1956/57, and so did the number of de~
feotive children cared for by the state.

- A considerable expansion of special schools is expeoted
in the coming years, In particulaf the network of schools
for diffieult and morally endangered adolescents from 10 to
18 years of age has increased; in the current year 3 such
new schools were set up,

' The ocurricula for special education are belng revised
and adjusted to the needs of sohools, .

The question of the methodolozy of work in special schools
is under animated discussion and the method baged on "centres
-0f work', recommended by the Institute of Pedagogy for the
lewer grades /3 lowest grades of special school/ has been
introduced into schools this year,

Thls method 1s characterized by special system of lessons,
which eansists in the free correlation of lesson units by the
teacher and nondividing the content of the material into se~
parate subjects,

This method is based on one oore problemn around which
other directly connected problems are grOupéd. We find in
this method the logiocal oorrelation of the content of the

gurrioulum with a number of separcte units, founded on the
interests of the child,‘purPOSefully gulded by the teaoher,

This method consists in: 1/ cbservation, comparing, dra-

' wing conclusions, bringing the main characteristios to the
$oreground, invesfigating existing causal compsunds and the
like; 2/ collecting all the material aveilable, connected
with the subjeoct under investigation in different way and
form, for example: tools used in production, illustratioms,
plotures, newspaper olippings, news from school and the home;
3/ bringing home the ocollected information und experiences
te the ohild in a manner based on simple handwork such as
elay modelling or on more complicated work where Cifferent
materials and tools are needed such as cardboard, wood, bork,
glue. hammer, nails and the like. 'Thus all natural bents of
children are developed and they get used to the manual and
mental work at the same time?
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The method of %eentres of work- leads a sueeessful
fight agzainst the verbdbal method and it develops the active
attitude of the chiléd, his sense of responsibility, anc
trains him in team work.

The analysis of the rehabilitation value of the method
of 'work centres" has been presented in detail in the ar-
tiele by dr Haria Grzegofzewska, en outstanding spsoialist
in the field of special oducetion., The article was mublished
under this title in the quarterly “Speciesl School% conoerned
with the prodblems of thorapsutio pedagogy /N2 1-1957/4

The Institute of Specicl Pedagegy runs a two—year ocuxrse
for the training of special schools teaochers., The tutors
follow a oourse of 2 years, The working tutors and teachers
with 2 years of practice at sohool are admitted to these
studies, They are entitled to obtain 2 years leave on full
pay, f£or the tiwe of their studies, They get the diploma of
the special school teacher after they have finished a 2-yoor
oourse of study in the Institute and after they have written
their diplome work during the 3rd year of studies, About
50 teachers with diplomes graduate yearly from the Insti-
tute of Special Pedagogy. .

Reoently the guide-books for teashers of special schools
for different types of sohools and seotions of eduocatinn were
worked out,

3choels for Children ef Minority Groupeo

In the school year 1956/57 a considerzble expansion of
Ukrainien schools has to be stressed: the opening of tho
first gzrades in lyceums being the nucleus of zeneral educa-—
tion and pecagogical extension lyceums. Likewise the network
of extension lyceuns and “Teachers Courses® for other language
grours is to lncrease considerably. Byelorussian Teachers
Ceurse /SN/ 1s already at work and organization of Teaohers
Courses with the German and Slowak languages is already
well under waye.

The ourricula introduce for the instruetion in histery
the elements of national history, inoreasing the number of
hours allotted weeldy for history instruoction, to stress
the national character by means o0f teaching the children
thelr nationul histoxy.
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The Byelorussian, Uvrclﬁlmn ané Slovak philologlc studies
were orzanized at the universities side by sice with alreadj

existing chairs of phllology.

Adult Education

The number of schools for adults and the number of pupils
attending these schools have not shown any eonsidereble change
in the ourrent school, year. However, the numbexr of oourses
of foreign languages: Englishy frenoh, Italian ené others
hawe oon51derale increased,

In the year 1956 was also noted an increase of aotivity
and scope of work of social institutions engaged in eduocation,
the popularization of soienoe through popular universities of
different types; also non-school forms of adult education heve-
developed. . .

At .present the preparations ere ganz on for the Interna—
tional Seminar on Adult Education, which will be held in War-
saw with the help of Unesco in September 1957+ The programme
of the Seminar includes the following questions: 1/ Organize-
tion and methods of popularizing the natural and social )
soiences, 2/ Residential adult schools /popular universities/

© and educational group work. 3/ Sohonl forms of adult eduoa-
tion, The delegates from 20 countries will take part in this
seminar,
~There is a special magazine /a bimonthly/ on adult educa-—
tion, which helps t0 exohange experiences anc views and to
discuss methods of teaching and influenoing the adult pupils.

Sohool Organizations

In the ourrent year after numerous and stormy Qisoussicns
held at the ornferences and in the colwms 0f newspapers on
the youth orzenizations, fundamental changes ocourred in this
field.

The existing SCOuts'Organization has extended its reach.
Formerly only the children oY primary age group were allowed
to belong to the Union of Polish Scouts, but now even pupils
attonding the lyceums, who are 18 years old, may belong to
this organization,

The U.P.S. went back to many rich, traditional forms of
Soouts work. uajustly eliminatec from the aotivity of Scouts
in the postwar period.
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Thus at present the reorgenization of sooﬁting 1s going
on in Polend, new regulations are being worked out and new
forms of work introduced, The function of pcid instruotors,
exlsting before, was abolished and shall now bear the social,
character. The. pupils of lyceums may now belong to the extra-
school youth organizations, as the Union of Socialist Youth
and the Union of Country Youth.

Training of Teachers

' In the ourrent school year a heated discussion was going
on in all establishments for the training of teachers, in the
trade uniorns organizations and at the vacation courses on the
problem of teachers training, There are the following results
of this discussion: ’ '
a/ the training of teachers should be based on the seoondary

general education school, |
b/ the primary schools teachers should Ye trained in the

3~year Teachers Institutes /it conoerns also the nursery-
sohool mistresses/,
¢/ the secondary schools teachers should be trained at the

S—year Unlversities or in the higher pedagOgloal schools,
d/ the prineciple of practical exams after 2~years ‘work at

school should bte reinstated.

The realiaatlon of these principles will take some yosars.
In the meanwhile even in the current school year the duration
of study in pedagogical lyoeums has been inoreased to 5 years
/by one year/, '

In the higher pedagogical schools the different forms of
- further training of teachers are organized by way of eorrespon—
dence courses, At present 3.000 teachers attend correspondence
oourses at the State Higher Pedagogical Schools, &cnd more -
than 7,000 study at the Teachers Courses,

In the current school year meny former teachers have been
observed to give up other occupations and return to the tea—
ching profession, as a result of the rise in teachers sala-
ries and the reduction going on in administration services.
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The Educatlonal Congress

The Eddcational Congress, organize¢ by the Polish Teachers
Union in Warsaw, from 2-5 May, 1957, was an important event

~ for the further development of education in Pol:nd. More

than 500 outstanding teachers and pedagogues from all over the
oountry took part in it, Also foreign guests from France,
Yugoslavia, German Democratio Republic, Hungary, England and
Italy took part in the Congress. Among them there was a well-
knovn psychologist, professor Jean Picget; the Director of

the International Bureau of Education in Geneva.
The Educational Congress held the public interest, Its

aim was the evaluation of the existing situation in education
and setting out chief tasks for the near and more distant fu-

ture., .
The debates and discussions were held for two days in Commi-

" ttees and Sections.

Theses and motions which were put forward on the closing day
of the Congress were worked out by Committees, 13 in number,
including the committee of the curricula and methods on tea-—
ching, of the structure and organization of education, of
training of teachers, of economic problems in education, of
physieal education and hygiene, 0f pedagogic scienoe, of scheol
administration, of educational and youth problems.

The disousslon was based on the papers delivered at the
plenary session of the Congress., These ooncerned the following
questions: “The evaluation of the présent situation in educa-—
tion and the prospeots of development of our educatiosnal system®,
“Phe problems of independent ethics%, “The ways of development
of the socialist pedagogy®, "Hygiene and physical educatlon at

'school", The meterials prepared by the Congress will Ye used

in the work of the Ministry of Iducation. They will also;hsed
as gulding principles for the Pedagogical Congress which will
take place in 1959. The character of that Congress will be
selentifio. :

The problem 0f the new system of education was diséussed
witk special animation and interest. Different suggestions were
put forward: 7 + 5, that is the seven~form primary school and
the S5-yoar lyceum, which means the prolongation of the time of
study by 1 year in the general edusation lyceum; there were
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o also the adherents to the idea of division of lyceum into
two eyocles: 3 + 2 or 2 + 3. to differentiate higher grades
concerning different side and type., Also the rrujects of
8 + 4 and 10 + 2 were put forward. In rresent conditions
the projeot of 7 + 5 seems to be most practical,

Fuch criticism was also macde in connection with existing
curricula and textbooks. The Section of Curricula trought to
the fore the following principél_prOposals:

1/ There is an urgent need to diépurden the pupils, by means
of the cuts In the curricula of some subjccts and the

ieduction 0f the weekly number of working hours to 30-32

_ hours a week,

2/ Tho talance between humenities and scientific and art
subjects should be maintained. The number of hours given
t0 such subjects as drawing, manual work, sirging and
rhysical education should be increase..

3/ The number of hours designed for foreign languages, inclu-
ding i:atin, should he inocreased,

A very interesting and exhaustive discussion took place
in the Seetion of Education., The discussicn was oentred around
the protlem of bringing up children in the spirif of mutual
respect among nations, and in conformity with the dideas of
Soclialism, It was considered also in what way these noblest
ideals should be instilled in children’s winds, and how to
adapt the methois of work to the intellectual anc psycholo—
glc capacities of children.

In the Bootion of Education much time was also devoted to
the discussion on developin< the capacity of purils for in-
dependent and critical thinking.

In general one must stute that the Educational Congress

considerably contrituted to the information of public opinion
on the condition end the needs of educaetion; it contributed
also to the workiyy out »f new concepts and projects for the
further expansion of education in Polend. The Congress being
organizec¢ by the Polish Teachers Unicn and the delegates to
the Congress teing prominent teachers anc educators it may be
consldered as sowme kiné of an educational parliament which
rassed a professional critieism on the ecducativnal poiicy of
the sohool authorities ang put forward the future tasks 4in
the field of education, That is why the resolutions and mo—
tions of the Congress will constitute +he tasis of work for

the Ministry of Bducation in the following years.
000 —-.
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